Dordt Digital Collections
The Voice Archive

University Publications

9-1967

The Voice, September 1967: Volume 13, Issue 6
Dordt College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/dordt_voice

Recommended Citation
Dordt College, "The Voice, September 1967: Volume 13, Issue 6" (1967). The Voice Archive. 230.
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/dordt_voice/230

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at Dordt Digital Collections. It
has been accepted for inclusion in The Voice Archive by an authorized administrator of Dordt Digital Collections.
For more information, please contact ingrid.mulder@dordt.edu.

�.

SIOUX CENTER,

VOLUME XIII

IOWA,

SEPTEMBER, 1967

NUMBER 6

Dordt Enrollment Approaches 700
Registration Totals 695

Physical Education
Building Underway

INCREASE OF 86 (13%) OVER
LAST YEAR

SECOND PROJECT LETTING IS
$87,000 BELOW FIRST LETTING

291 Freshmen

The new physical education plant is
now under construction.
The wisdom
of the Board of Trustees in rejecting
the first letting has been demonstrated by the sav ing of $87,000 on the
bui Iding now in progress. Basically
there is no loss in square footage, nor
in the quality,
serviceability,
and
attractiveness
of the revised plan.
Below ore listed the bids approved
ond the budget for the total cost of
this bui Iding:
General Contract
Mouw-Den Hartog Bros ,.;
Sheldon, Iowa •••••••••
$197,274.00
Mechanical Contract
B & H Plumbing and Heoting Co , ,
Hull, Iowa
$68,253.00
Electrical Contract
Johnny's Electric,
Sioux Center, lowo
$17,860.00
00

•••

Totol Construction
••.• $283,387.00
Architect fees
14,500.00
Construction Contingency
5,668.00
Legal and Administration
3,000.00
Capita lized interest during construction
5,000.00
Movable equipment
10,000.00
Total building

cost

$321,555.00

The financing
of this $321,555.00
building is as follows:
Government loan
$135,649.00
Government grant (gift) 105,518.00
Dordt College shore
80,388,00
Total
$321,555,00
The U.S. government grant is a gift
of the Federa J Government under the
title I of the Higher Educotion Act.
(Continued

on bock poge)

The Doctor of Education degree was
co-iferred upon James J. Veltkamp at
the graduation ceremonies held June
5 at the University of South Dakota.
His research was conducted in the
area of socia I studies in the intermediate grades ..The dissertation topic
was HAn Anolys ls of the Status of
Geography
Education in a Tri-State
Regional Area (Iowa, Minnesota and
South Dckorc)" ..
Dr. Veltkamp presently holds the
position of associate professor of Education at Dordt College and served as
visiting
lecturer in Education at the
University of South Dakota at Vermillion this summer.
His earliest training was received in
the Christian and public schools of
his native state of Montana. An A.B.
degree in Education was earned at
Calvin College,
the M.A. degree in
secondary school administration
was
received
from California
State College at Long Beach and the Speciclist
in Education degree in curriculum development
received
from Western
Michigan University at Kalamazoo.
Other courses were taken at Western Montana State Co! lege, Fresno
State College, Univers iry of Colifor(Continued on back poge)

Enrollment statistics released from
the office of Dr, D, Ribbens, Dean
of Dordt College, show an enrollment
of 693 students. This is considerably
more than was anticipated
earlier in
the summer.
In the next issue of The Voice fu II
detail on enrollments will be published.
Only a breakdowJ\_ol.W.~ts~.
class and state or province is available at this time.
Class
Freshmon
Sophomores
Junior
Senior
Port-time

Men
142
72
65
62
4

Women
149
90
63
42
4

Toto I
291
162
128
104
8

345
348
693
State 2!' Province
Aloska.........
1
California .....••..•.••..••.•
40
Cclcrcdc . .
13
Delawore ..•.•.•.....•......
1
Florida. . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . ..
1
Illinois
29
Indiana......................
6
Iowa ....•..•...........•....
245
Kansas. . . . . . .. . .. •. . . • . . . . . . 3
Massac husetts ..•..•....••....
.,. 3
Michigan .•......
"
38
Mi nnesota .•.................
102
Montana ..........•..........
15
Nebraska. • . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . 2
New Jersey.................
7
New york...................
1
North Dakoto. . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . 2
Pennsylvania. . . . . . . •• . . . . . . ..
5
Washington .....•
, ..•..•.....
45
(Continued on bock poge)
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NO MAN CAN SERVE
TWO MASTERS
CONVOCATION
ADDRESS SEPTEMBER
BY REV. R. DE RIDDER
PRESIDENT

OF

DORDT

COLLEGE

15

BOARD

The task of bringing this convocation address or
the opening of a new school year is not easy for
me. For one thing, r have heard not less than ten
such addresses in various schools in which I was a
student, and r must confess that I do not remember a single one of these convocation addresses.
Perhaps r should qualify that a little bit. I do remember one thing: the introduction to an address
by a professor of mathematics and astronomy. At
the risk of identifying a few of the professors of
this college,
who were also students in the same
school at that time,
I shall tell you what the
professor said.
I quote: "It was believed during
the Middle Ages that very pious men were able
to hear the music of the spheres. I am certain
that not a single one of you has ever heard that
music."
It was good to know that the audience
that day included both students and professors
and that hopefully he was speaking about both.
I recall that we laughed heartily at his good humor. Today, however, as I look back, I wonder
whether he really meant this to be funny-I have
a lingering suspicion that he meant what he said
and I do not feel comfortable about this. I still
have not heard this music and I doubt whether it
is being heard anywhere today.
Losses From these riots have not been confined
You, the student bodyof Dordr College, repreto lives and property. With every insurrection a
sent a small segment of over 4,500,000 young
grim new precedent
is set which makes violence
people on American college and university cama little more acceptable
to other potential riotpuses. In addition,
there will be this year more ers. It would be superficial to soy that these riots
than 100,000 students from overseas on educahave been only the expression of deep-seated
tional assignments. A total of 41/2 million peogrievances of a peaple with leqitimate claims to
ple is not a large percentage of the total populatheir legal rights. With all due .ec oqnif-lon that
tion of our country,
but it is a significant and grievances do exist and that these should be corimposing and critical
segment.
Hopefully you rected,
the basic problem lies deeper. The vioand the rest of the NOW generation (as many of lence of our cities is an expression of a mood or
you like to be called) are seeking leadership
spi-lt in America that is not new in this world. It
training and seeking to assimilate the best of that
has shown itself in many ways-in
the rising rate
which has been thought and written. YO'J have
of crime, in the penchant for raucous campus upcome to college in order to sharpen the focus of risings, in self immolations, droft card burnings,
your cultural insights and to learn at a christian
and the frequent recourse to twentieth century
college
from christian
teachers
what are the pressure tactics.
The plain, unvarnished truth is
treasures of wisdom and knowledge which the that the United States has lost its ability to proapostle Paul (Col. 2:3) says are hid in Jesus
duce a people af se If-restraint and moral strength.
Christ.
This is less than surprising, of course, in the light
YO'Jr college years will be spent in interesting
of man's willingness to set aside the Bible and its
and revolutionary
times. The times are not less teachings as basic to human conduct. No nation
revolutionary
than those about which you will can edge Gad out of its corporate and personal
study in your courses in world history, This past
life-as we have largely done-without
the ceilsummer's events clearly witness to this fact. There
ing falling in.
is no one in our generation,
I believe, who is
It is little comfort to observe that these things
able to grasp in its totality
the meaning of the have happened and are happening in ather counthings which are happening today, not just here
tries, orientated
toward democracy as well as
in the United States but throughout
the world.
communism. What we see in America is part of a
We are witnesses to social upheavals unmatched
world-wide pattern of revolution whose fruits are
in recent generations
and more rapid perhaps
the same no matter what philosophy a man emthan anything which the world has ever seen and braces and by which he governs his life when and
experienced.
This past summer we stood in awe
if that philosophy
is not based squarely on the
and bewilderment as whole sections of our great
Word of God. When men embrace these Godcities were laid waste, their populations terrordenying and mon-enthroning
creeds, the fruits
ized, as snipers, fire bombers and looters took are nat difficult
to predict. Being unwilling to
over. Rock ond bottle throwing assailants joined
be ruled by God he cannot rule himself. What
to hamper police and firemen. While we watched,
the final fruits of this world-wide pattern of revthe whole world witnessed this with us by means olution will be no one here on earth knows nor
of the near miracles of modern communication
can he infallibly predict.
media.
This modern attitude which ignores or rejects

God concerns you especially
since it has also
been applied to education.
Education with a deliberatespiritual
dimension is publicly scoffed at.
Some months ogo CBS news reported on a small
church related college in the midwest. The question was raised whether any kind of education
was possible in the kind of educational
framework represented by this church related college
which intended to remoin faithful to Scripture
and creed, in the kind of education which begins
with on initial commitment to the christian position. It was the opinion of some that such a commitment
destroys
academic
freedom and the
search for truth. Worse yet, it was suggested that
no teacher
of repute or honor would voluntarily
submit himselfto signing a doctrinal loyalty oath.
It was asked, "What kind of student (if he can be
called a student) or what self-respecting
teacher
would accept arbitrary limitations on his behavior or publicly subscribe to a religious platform?"
Some charged that no one who does this can be
well-educated
and inte Ilectua Ily honest and
alive. Obviously, our world refuses to recognize
that spiritual
fervor and academic excellence
can be combined.
You must not forget that 01.,.
though It was not Dordt College that was referred
to in this news report, the same judgment would
be applied by these critics to this college and its
faculty and student body.
fv\an has come to the point where he loves only
himself. He imagines that he has successfully denied God, or at least God's concern for a universe with whose origins He moy have had something to do. He believes he has actually and
successfully dethroned God. Having sat down on
his own self-constructed
highchair,
man thinks
he has sat down on the throne of God. He forgets
that the earth is but God's footstool and that His
throne is in heaven and rules over all. I was
speaking recently with a pastor whose parish is in
los Angeles, not far from the "hippies". He said,
"If anyone woo Id ask me where do you see love
in los Angeles,
I would say to him, 'Go down
that street to the hippies'''.
People in our time
have lost the capacity to love anything or anyone but themselves.
Most Americans find the
hippie sub-~ulhJre
profoundly unsettling.
One
reason is that straight society finds it difficult to
argue with people who, while condemning virtually every aspect of the American scene, from
its foreign policy to its moral values, offer no
debatable
alternatives.
Yet we must admit that
in more than one respect these disorientated
youth to whom the world's values seem irrelevant
only demonstrate to us the logical conclusion of
the direction in which our society is moving. In
the end it may be that the real function of the
hippies and such like in our day is nat that they
are the drop-outs of our soc iety, but rather that
they have given us something to think about. The
world outside of Christ has made them and created them in its own image.
1 would suspect that you expect me to soya
word about religion and doctrine, first of all because I am a minister, and secondly because this
is a christian college. Our college is confessional in character and basis. Our professors subscribe
to the Doctrinal Standards of the Christian Reformed Church.
The instruction is given in harmony with the Scriptures and these creeds. This.
is our freedom and right as a private college.
This is not a popular concept today. Even oldline denominations
have begun to totter and
voices cry out that the concept of heresy is out
of date.
The strongest limitation
to individual
freedom that many will accept in the name of
what they call truth in this: the church should do
everything
it can to hold its errant sons, but if
they persist in their errors the church must simply

disassociate
itself from their views. Science
which correctlyorincorrectly
interprets the world
God has created now dares to speak in judgment
of the Word this God has uttered! The cre~ture
judges the Creator.
Science which is dedicated
to solving our problems has become a problem!
The problem lies in its misuse. The blessing of
knowledge
becomes a curse when we -pervert it.
Because man is what he is, scientific achieve ..
ments are often used destructively
rather than
constructively.
Because our morality does not
match our intellectuality
the misuse of science
can be greater than the use. Not until man's
moral progress catches up with his intellectue!
progress can we hope to solve the problems posed
by science.
As the experts contemplate the future, they ore
disturbed by the potentialities
of evil that might
arise from the application
of their findings. Already biological research is in a ferment, creating and promising methods of interference with
natural processes which could destroy or transr
form nearly every aspect of human life which we
value.
As a result of our technology we have only
succeeded
in aggravating
our danger. Peace in
our world (meaning no major war) is maintained
on the uncertain basis of an accumulation
af peril. Man's knowledge
has surpassed his wisdom.
He is afraid of what he knows. The age of automation threatens every phase of man's dignity,
personality,
and individuality.
Internationally
things are no better. A European statesman said recently,
"If the devil could
offer a panacea for the problems of the world, I
would gladly follow the devil". This is exec tly
what the Bible says will eventually happen when
cntl-Chr-lst
comes.
Instability
has entered into
thechonging
political climate of the entire world
until today the world is a seething cauldron.
In
America we are a democracy gone wild. Freedom
has become license. Moral law is abandoned ~y
our courts. As the world grows smaller the problems grow bigger. You young people can expect
nothing but crisis, bloodshed, war, hate, greep,
lust and struggle as the world tries to readjust
without the climate of true peace.

tion somewhere within the broad framework of
the life and the work of the church. (2) From the
beginning
the institutional
structure which has
evolved, ta say nothing of the constantly changing and revising of curricula that has token place
within this structure,
indicates that Dordt College is always alert to the necessity of adapting
91d and abiding intention to new and changing
categories. The history of Dordt College has never been a study in stagnation or a preoccupation
with the past for its own sake. Rather, it is our
vision that the past with its values and heritage
shall become the rock upon which new and sometimes perhaps strange superstructures
will be
erected
to reach men in a new age without forgetting that apart from that solid foundation the
superstructure
will veer with every shifting wind
and in veering fa II.
But to return to the present. We must ask ourselves, "Is our voice understood?"
The world
says, "No! Your theology is irrelevant and unintelligible."
Perhaps we should ask a prior question; "Are we being heard?" Two illustrations
come to mind. Years ago on the mission field in
the Orient I frequently visited Buddhist temples.
Here the priests would chant their sacred scriptures endlessly.
On festival nights the neighboringtemple priests would keep us awake with their
incessant drumming and droaning. When I would
csk people,
the man on the street, "What ore
your priests saying?"
they would tell me, "We
don't know. The priests speak a different language."
They were being heard, but not understood. Again, some years ago a great church was
built in the downtown district of one of our large
cities. A lofty tower with bells was put on top to
remind those passing by on the busy streets of the
presence of the church in the midst of the city.
fhe only difficulty was that the tower was so high
that the sound of the bells could not be heard on
the streets. Here is the problem for the church;
how to be heard above the noise of daily life,
how to escape being accused of silence and of
rejecting the unutterred and unarticulated
shrieks
of humanity which in its shrieking mistakenly
iudges the silence of the church as a rejecting
"no" to its need.
Therefore, a christian
education
which preThe world in which you live and which you
pares for world service requires taking both
must serve moves amidst baffling dilemmas. While
we know more about economics than we ever church and world seriously. We need to speak to
knew before,
the world has never seen so much the world, but we shall never speak to that world
poverty and hunger. We are ready to put men on unless we have listened to its shrieking and learned its language. Though committed to a classical
the moon, but we haven't solved the basic probcurrioulum
Dorclt College and its staff stands
lems of living on earth. Psychiatry and psychoready to experiment with new and different ways
therapy promise us a whole personality,
but there
ore more nervous disorders and menta I illness than of best expressing the total ministry of th~ christian. We do not interpret
being in the world in
before. What is the trouble? Whot is the answer?
the sense in which modern theology glories in this
Without God man is worse off than a flower sevand looks ahead to the time when the distinction
ered from its stem. We forget that we are finite
between world and church will be all but oblitand that there is no hope until an infinite dimenerated.
We look ahead to a world which with us
sion enters into our life.
And to compound the problem: modern mal'J prostrates itself before the one Lord, Jesus Christ.
This commitment to Jesu's Christ involves comdoesn't care.
Someone described
him as being
mitment to our world. We live in strange, upsetan unconcerned as a silverfish in a carton of disting times. Today men fly through the air with
carded magazines about world affairs. He simply
wings swifter than birds; they swim in ocean
doesn't ask questions.
He watches the ominous
depths like fish; but we must still learn to live on
events of our times pass before his eyes on TV,
the earth like men. This is an age of technology
while he sips his beer in his comfortable chair.
in which modern man in sickness thinks more
There is still time, however, to return to the
quickly of penicillin than he does o-f prayer.
moral and spiritual
principles that make nations
What of the christian
student?
He has one
and peoples great.
Dordt College is pleased tq
.Master. Hung as prominently over his study desk
raise its voice and proclaim the necessity and the
possibility of a God-centered
culture. It wilt do as over his future vocation must be this one-word
this with an eye open to the world in which we of His Lord, "No man can serve two masters".
The world in which he lives and where he will
live and work and in the tight of the call of God
work needs a demonstration of the futility of setin His Word.
Two things must be said. (1) The focal point of ting up its own goals and enthroning self. No
kingdom can hove two kings. No home can have
Dordt College has been and is an institution that
two heads. No man con have two masters.
intends primarily to prepare its students for vocn-

If the modern man believes that his naturalistic, humanistic pattern wi II somehow in the end
fit into the eternal,
he is blind to what is taking
place around him. If the average modem man
cannot accept
the prime principle of the christian world-view that God lives and acts and that
all men are accountable
to Him, then this is the
challenge
with which we have to confront men.
Unless we mean to meet this challenge head on
and give the world a clear demonstration of what
a total commitment to Jesus Christ means, Dordt
College
is not the place for us. If the Christian
minority means to face the issue fairly and
squarely so that the temper of our time shall be
changed
tomorrow or the doy after to a temper
accessible to the onlyTruth which covers all elements of human experience adequately,
then we
must put on our thinking caps.
When years ago missionaries to China found no
word for "crisis" in that language, they invented
a new symbol. They combined the pictograms for
"danger"
and "opportunity"
into one symbol so
that a crisis is now expressed in that language
today as a "dangerous opportunity".
That's where
the christian
always stands in his whole hearted
commitment
to Jesus Christ,
his only lord and
fv\aster.
It is said that the troops commanded by Alexanderthe Great were once on the point of rebelling against their master out of fear and terror.
The lands through which they were marching were
not on the map. They had literally marched themselves off the map. That's what we christians are
always doing. The world marches within the confines of its slavery to sin and self; our tv\oster hcs
set us free and we conquer through Him. There is
for us "one Lord, one faith •.• one God and Father of a II who is over 01 I, God blessed forever."
The future is not on' the map, buf we can march
"off the map" in His army because we are sure of
His final victory.
"The secret is this: Christ in you the hope of a
glory to come. He it is whom we proclaim. We
admonish everyone
without distinction,
we instruct everyone in all the ways of wisdom, so as
to present' each one of you as a mature member of
Christ's body •••• I want you to continue in good
heart and in the unity o-f love, end to come to
the full wea Ith of conviction which understanding
brings, and grasp God's secret. That secret is
Christ hlrnself in him lie hidden all God's treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
I tell you this in
order to save you from being talked into error by
specious arguments.
For I rejoice to see your
orderly array and the firm front which your faith
in Christ presents ,
"Therefore since Jesus was delivered to you a~
Christ and lord,
live your lives in union with
him. Be rooted in him; be built in him; be consolidated in the fclth you were taught; let your
hearts overflow with thankfulness.
Be on your
gourd, do not let your minds be captured by hollow and delusive speculations,
based on traditions of man-made teaching and centered on the
elemental spirits of the world and not on Christ.
"For it is in Christ that the complete being of
the Godhead
dwells embodied, and in him you
have been brought to completion.
Every power
and authority in the universe is subject to him as
Head." Colossians 1:27-2: 10 NEV.
No man needs two masters!

Our Dordt Library
by Miss Hestor Hollccr
Head Librarian
The introduction
to Dordt College
Librory handbook reeds, "The library
may be pictured as the warmly beating heartof DordtCollege
from which
flows to the student body and to the
faculty the life stream of inspiration,
discovery, and recreation.
It may also be defined as a loborctcry, a workshop, a service center, a teaching
agency, a materials center/and
a
recreational
reading area:' This gives
one an idea of the need for the use
made of our library.
The new librory with all its excelReport

lent

1

facilities

is a

definite

asset

to

Dordt Cc llepe , The building, interiOf/
and
furnishings
lend
dignity,
beauty, and refinement to the college
campus. In the first year of operation,
it was greatly appreciated
by the
students,

faculty

members,

and

the

library staff. The library is well occupied the greater part of each day
for serious study and research. Students make extensive use of the many
study areas: carrels, tables, conference rooms, language and curriculum
laboratories,
etc.
Mr. Seven is the cato loger. Through
his conscientious
efforts, we were
able in the past year to odd 6000
volumes to our collection.
We are
nearing the 30,000 - volume mork.
With the assistance of several staff
members we process the materials for
circulatfon, order new materials, and
complete the many "behind the scene"
tasks.
In July the library staff begon a new
project of converting
our book collection
from
the Dewey Decimal
Classification system to the Library of
Congress (LC) system. The work will
continue throughout this school year,
but it will take at least an additional
year before the project is completely
fi nished.
Operating
under the two
systems will not greatly inconvenience library users.
It was dec ided to convert to the LC
system whi Ie our collection was sti II
relativelysmall
andthe cost minimal.
LC is particularly
appropriote
for
academic
libraries in that it is more
specific, and it brings related subject
materials
closer
together
on the

shelves. The reclassification
project
has been a challenge and a learning
process for the staff since Dordt College Library is one of the first in the
area to convert to LC. Through the
di ligent efforts of the staff, 7000
books were rec lassified during the
su mmer months.
The administration
and the library
staff are deeply gratefu I to our constituency for their generous contributions to Dordt College Library. The
various church societies have remembered us well. The merchants of Sioux
Center have formed a book club in
which they plan to raise $5000 yearly
for a ten yeors ' period. YO'Jr interest,
your qlfts, your prayers are appreciated.
Ours then is the challenge,
academically
speaking,
to make the
Iibrcr y the heart of the campus.

Phy, Ed. Building ...
(Conti nued from page one)
The U.S. government loan is to be
paid back over a period of 30 years
at interest rate of 3%.
The substantial
increase in enrollment more than confirms the need for
this building.
This school year will
present real hardship in meeting physical education
requirements, chapel
services,
and program needs.
It is
comforting to know that relief is on
the way.
The Board of Trustees is extremely
grateful to the constituents
for their
final response tothe Anniversary Campaign.
Funds received have made it
possible to carry out the project with
the ovailibilityofboth
0 federal
government grant and a federal government loan.

Reformation Rally
Tuesday, October 51
REV. ROBERT TJAPKES
TO SPEAK
The annual Reformation Day Rally,
sponsored by Dordt Co liege, will be
held Tuesday, October 31, at B:OO
p s rn , in the Sioux Center Public Auditorium.
Rev. Robert Tjapkes, minister of the First Christian Reformed
Church, Orange City, Iowa, wi II be
the Reformation Day speaker. Special
music wi 1/ be presented under the
leadership
of the college music department.
This annual commemoration service
has received a significant
response
from the people. Narmo lIy from 1200
to 1500 attend this meeting.

Enrollment ...
(Continued from page one)
Wisconsin .•................•

Receives Doctorate
(Continued from page one)
nia at Berkeley and Carleton College
at No ..thfield, Minnesota.
He has had experience
in teaching
and administration
at both the elementary and secondary levels in the
states of Montana, Washington, California and Michigan.

A Hearty Thank Y00
The Anniversary campaign
has come to a close. For
three and one-half
years there was much travel and hard
work. The results have been worth all the effort. More
and more our people came to see the need and their gifts
followed.
Through all the discussion and writing our people learned more about the college program and a greater
interest and love resulted.
A goodly sum was raised:
$270,000. When we consider the many Kingdom causes
which our people support generously,
Dordt can be very
grateful for the fine response of the constituents to this
building program.
A HEARTY THANK YOU
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Alberta .•...................
31
British Columbia ...•.........
8
Manitoba. . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alberto. . . • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 31
British Columbia. .. . . . . . . . . . .
8
Manitoba. •. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ...
3
Ontario.....................
6
Guam......................
1
692

IS EXTENDED TO ALL!

